
Present pеrfесt:

form

Presеnt perfeсt:
meaning

ЕxpIanations
l Thе prеsеnt pеrfесt is formеd with thе prеSеnt tеnsе of thе auxiliary vеrb

hаve and thе past paltiсiplе (third сolumn in vеrb tablеs). Thе past
partiсiplеs of irrеgular vеrbs arе listеd on page 277.

I hаve deсided to Iеауe tomorrow. (rеgular)

She hаs уtritteп the emаil to Luсу. (irrеgular)

In spеесh and informal writing thеsе forms arе сontraсtеd to:
I,vе deсided. She,s wriffeп.

r Quеstions and nеgativеs

Quеstions arе formеd by invеrting thе subjесt and hаve. Nеgativеs arе formеd
with not and сontraсtions arе usеd.

Hаve уou dеcidеd уet?
She hаs not writteп the emаil. She hаsn,t writteп the emаil'

Тhе prеsеnt pеrfесt dеsсribеs past еvеnts whiсh arе сonnесtеd to thе prеsеnt.
Тhеrе arе a numbеr of diffеrеnt usеs:

l Еxpеriеnсеs in our lifе up to now.

Hаve уou visited апу other сouпtries?
YеS, I,ve beеп to Itаlу апd Frапсе.

Thеrе is no timе ехprеssion bесausе wе arе talking about a wholе lifе
ехpеriеnсе, not individual еvеnts. If wе wantеd to say whеn thе еvеnts
happеnеd wе would usе thе past simplе.

r An еvеnt in thе past that has a rеsult in thе prеsеnt.

Hеleп hаs broken her pепсil'

I,vе hurt mу fоot.
Thеrе is no timе ехprеssion bесausе whеn it happеnеd is not important. Our
attеntion is on thе prеsеIrt (Whеrе is thе pеnсil sharpеnеr? l | сan,t p|aу
football). If wе wantеd to say whеn thе aсtions happеnеd wе would usе thе
past simplе.

l A situation that startеd in thе past and сontinuеs until thе prеsеnt.
I,ve lived here for tеп vеаrs.
I,ve oftеn seen |im with his dog iп the pаrk.

Hеrе thеre is a timе еxprеssion, dеsсribing how long or how oftеn somеthing
has happеnеd.
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Пmе exprеssions
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Complеtion
Wе oftеn usе thе prеsеnt pеrfесt whеn wе dеsсribе how many things arе
соmplеtеd so far.

I,ve reаd а hundred pаges ofthis book.
An еxaсt timе is not mеntionеd.

ever, пever
Wе usе evеr and пever wherr wе ask or talk about our еxpеriеnсеs in lifе.

Hоvе you ever eаtеn |аpаnese food?
No, I,ve neуer eаtеп it.

yеt, so fоr and аlreаdу
Wе usе yet in quеstions and nеgativе sеntеnсеs. It has a similar mеaning to
so fаr (or,up to now,), whiсh is usеd in quеstions and positivе sеntеnсеs.

Hаve уou ftnishеd this book уet? No, I,m oп pаge 56'
How mаnу pаges hаvе уou reаd? I,ve reаd 56 pаges so fаr.

Wе usе аlrеаdу in positivе sеntеnсеs to dеsсribе an aсtion whiсh happеnеd
bеforе.

When аre уou goiпg to ftnish your lеttеr?
I,ve аIreаdv writteп it.

t just

Wе usе iust whеn wе desсribе a very rесеnt evеnt.
Саthу hаs iust phoned fтom the аirport.

Frеquеnсy advеrbs: аlwаys, oftеп etс.
Frеquenсy advеrbs that arе usеd with thе prеsеnt simplе сan also bе usеd
with thе prеSеnt pеrfесt.

He hаs аIwауs loved уou. (a statе)
Wе hаve often visited Spаiп. (а rеpеatеd еvent)

for arrd sinсe
pr dеsсribеs thе lеngth of a timе pеriod.

Tom hаs worked here for three months.
sinсe dеsсribеs thе point whеn thе timе pеriod startеd.

Tom hаs уlorkеd here sinсe |uIу 10th.

z-J.
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Put eaсh verb into a form of the present perfесt simple.

a) What,s thе mattеr? (you сut) .'...H.qtug'.Y.q.!t..9!4l............ yoursеlf?

b) I (havе) .... a hеadaсhе еvеr sinсе lunсhtimе.

с) Nadia (nеvеr sее) ............ any Сhinеsе fi lms.

d) Somеonе (stеal) .... Мr Grant,s bikе.

е) Thе passеngеrs arе tirеd bесausе thеy (not slееp) .........

all night.

0 I'm afraid wе (just brеak) .... your window. Sorryl

g) David (not win) .... a prize this timе, I,m afraid.

h) (you еvеr еat) .... Spanish food? It,s grеat!

Complеte what еaсh speaker says.

b)

w e ..,.V..?.'.h g&.W..ryИrr'i9d....... for
twеnty-fivе wondеrful yеars!

d)

е)

22
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3 Complete еaсh sentеnсe with a time word or phrasе from the box.

x:жgl.:.
a) Luis has livеd in thе сity сеntrе ....,t.|ш'е...'.....7996.

b) Thanks for thе prеsеnt! I,vе . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wantеd a pеt goldf ish!

с) Havе you .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . .  drunk pinеapplе juiсе? It,s fantast iсI

d) I,vе .. hеard somе fantastiс nеws! I,vе passеd my еxams!

е) Hurry up! Havеn,t you f inishеd .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ? You,rе so s lowl

f) Nina has workеd in this сompany .. fivе yеars.

g) I,vе .. bееn on a big ship bеforе. It,s an intеrеsting еxpеriеnсе!

h) Wе,rе vеry busy today. .. Wе,vе sold ovеr a hundrеd bikеs.

i) I,vе ..................... passеd this building, but this is the fiIst timе I,vе bееn

insidе.

i) Сan I havе a diffеrеnt book? I,vе . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  теad this onе.

4 For eaсh quеstion, сomрlеte thе seсond sentenсe so that it mеans thе samе as

thе firs! using no more than three words.

a) Wе startеd working hеrе thrее yеars ago.

We ,,.Y.Q..W.Q.rkЙ..h*rp. for thrее yеars.
b) This is thе first timе I,vе bееn on a planе.

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  on a planе bеforе.

с) That,s strangе! Мy pеn isn,t hеrе!

That,s strangе! ........ disappеarеd!

d) Niсky and Jan arеn,t at this sсhoоl any morе.

Niсky аnd Jan ........ this sсhool.

е) I saw a friеnd of yours a fеw momеnts ago.

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a fr iеnd of yours.

0 I,m still writing my lеttеrs.

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  writ ing my lеttетs yеt.

g) Is this your first visit to South Amеriсa?

Havе .......... to South Amетiсa bеforе?

h) oh nol Мy wallеt is still in thе сar.

oh no! I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  my wal lеt in thе сar.

i) It,s a long timе sinсе wе spokе to your sistеr.

Wе .. . . . . . . . . . . .  to your s istеr for a long t ime.

i) Is Anna still aslееp?

Has . . ' . . . . . . . . .  up yеt?
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Prеsent pеrfeсt
сontinuous: form

Presеnt pеrfесt

сont inuous:

meaning

Тimе еxprеssions

Еxplanat ions
Тhе prеsеnt pегfесt сontinuous is formеd with thе prеsеnt pеrfесt of be, and the
-illg foгm of thе vеrb.

I'ъ'e been wаitiпg herе аlI morniпg.
\\-lttlt ltаve you been doing lаtelу?
I ltат,eп,t been sleepiпg wеII reсentlу.

r Тhе pгеsеnt pеrfесt сontinuous, likе thе prеsеnt pеrfесt, dеsсгibеs past еvеnts
lтhiсh arе сonnесtеd to thе prеsеnt. But in thе сontinuous form therе is a
mеaning of an aсtion or situation in progrеss.

\|.llаt hаve уou been doiпg lаtely?
I,ve been workiпg а lot'
Itow long hаve уou beeп liviпg hеre?

r Тhе prеsеnt pеrfесt сontinuous сan еmphasizе thе lеngth of timе of thе
aсtion.

I,ve been wаiting hеre аll morпing.
I've been fеeling ill for weeks.

r Тhе prеsеnt pеrfесt сontinuous сan еmphasize that thе aсtion is tеmpoтary.
I,ve beеn stауing iп а hotel for thе pаst moпth.

r Тhе prеsеnt pеrfесt сontinuous сan bе usеd for rеpеatеd aсtions.
I,vе been phoniпg her for dауs, but she,s пеуer аt home.

r Тhе aсtion may bе finishеd or сontinuing, Wе only know by thе situation.
Саrlos hаs beeп studуing Еnglish for two уeаrs апd now he,s stopped! Whаt а
shаme.
Саrlos hаs been studуiпg Еnglish for two уеаrs. He,s going to do ап eхаm пeхt
уeаr.

Тvpiсal timе еxprеssions that arе usеd with thе prеsеnt pеrfесt сontinuous
inсludе:

аII dау, аll morпing, for dауs, for аgеs, Iаtelу, reсeпtlу, sinсe, for

z4



Presеnt pеrfесt or
present perfесt
сontinuous?

othеr problеms

GRAм]t,tAR 7 PRE5ENт PERЕЕст

oftеn thеrе is vеry littlе diffеrеnсе bеtwееn thе two tеnsеs:
I,ve worked/beeп working here for two уeаrs'
I,ve lived/beeп living here for two уeаrs.

Wе oftеn usе thе prеsеnt pеrfесt if our attеntion is on thе finishеd rеsult, but
thе prеsеnt pеrfесt сontinuous if our attеntion is on thе aсtion.

I,ve.written thаt еmаil to lасkie' I wаs meапiпg to do it for аges'
I,ve been writiпg thаt emаil to |асkie аnd it,s tаken аn hour! I,m eхhаusted!

If wе givе dеtails of how many or how muсh wе do not usе a сontinuous
form.

I,ve ulritten four emаils.
I,ve done а lot of сooking апd сIеапiпg this аftеrnoon.

Prеsеnt simplе or prеsеnt pеrfесt?
Wе usе thе prеsеnt simplе to dеsсribе habits or statеs in thе prеsеnt, but wе
usе thе prеsеnt pеrfесt to dеsсribе thе timе until thе prеsеnt.

I live iп Prаgue'
(a pеrmanеnt statе _ I always livе thеrе)
I,ve livеd in Prаgue for two уeаrs.
(I arrivеd two yеars ago and still livе thеre)

Past simplе or prеsеnt pеrfесt?
Thе past simple dеsсribеs an event in a сomplеtеd timе pеriod. Thе prеsеnt
pеrfесt is usеd for a timе pеriod that inсludеs thе prеsеnt.

I lived iп Prаgue in thе пiпeties. (now I livе somеwhеrе еlsе)

I,ve lived in Prаgue sinсе thе niпeties. (I still livе thеrе)

Thе сhoiсе of tеnsе oftеn depеnds on whеthеr oul attеntion is in thе past or
thе prеsеnt.

I hаd аn umbrellа, but I left it on the bus.
(thе еvеnt is distant in my mind)
Оh no! I,ve left my umbrellа oп the bus.
(thе еvеnt is prеsеnt in my mind)

hаve beeп and hаve goпе
|f we hауe been to a plaсe, Wе Wеnt thеrе and havе now rеturnеd. |f we hаve
gotlе to a plaсе, wе wеrit thеrе but havе not rеturnеd.

Melissа hаs beeп to Сhiпа.

Melissа hаs gone to Сhinа.

(and shе has сomе baсk)
(and shе is still thеrе)
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2

Underlinе the сorreсt word or phrase in eaсh senteпсе.

a) I livе hеrе/I-7е-]wзl-hеte sinсе thе еnd of last yеar.

b) I'm afraid thе last tтain lеft/hаs left an hour ago.

с) Somеonе hаs just stolen/hаs just beeп steаliпg my biсyсlе.

d) Тhank you for your offеr, btlt I deсided/I,vе decided not to aссеpt.

е) Yеstегday I lost/I,ve lost mу wallеt.
f) Тakе your umbrеllа with уoll. It stоrted/It,s stаrted raining.

g) !Vе,те еnjoying our trip. We уisitedПVе,уe уisitеd two сountriеs so far.

h) I,rn stаndiпg here/I,ve been stапding here fot hours and I fееl tirеd.

i) Тhis wаs/hаs been a busy day and it isn,t ovеr yеt!
j) l fееl rеally tired. We weпtПVe,ve been to a partу last night.

Put eaсh verb in braсkets into either the present perfeсt, past simple or present

simple.

a) Last wееk I (losе) ......... ,.Lp.l,t...'..,.... my sсarf, and now I (just losе)

... .|'v e.. j.'.a.t...L..,r t.'. ......''.. . .. my glovе s.
I (work) .... for Bluе Bank at thе moment but I

(dесidе) .... to сhangе jobs.

Wе (bе) .... hеrе for hours. Arе you surе Wе (сomе)

thе bus homе.

0 I (nеvеr еat) ............ oсtopus, but onсе on holiday I

(еat) . . . . . . . . . . .  somе squid.

g) I (hopе) .... you arеn,t a vеgеtarian. I (сook)

.. . .you somе lamb сhops.

h) Rесеntly a lot of young pеoplе (takе up) .... kite

surfing.

i) Whеn wе (rеaсh) .... thе сinеma, thеrе (not bе)

'... aгlУ tiсkеts lеft.

i) Plеasе сomе quiсkly! Niсk (havе) .... an aссident, and

hе (go) .... to hospital.

b)

с)
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3 Complete eaсh mini-dialogue by putting thе verbs given in braсkеts into either
thе present perfeсt or prеsent perfeсt сontinuous.

a) A: Tеrmi natot 2 is on at thе Rеx? (you sеe) ..'!!.g,vэ,уl!*..{.*k.......... it?
B: No, not yеt. Shall wе go? I (look to,-u,o; ..,.Yp..h*k'!q.q!9i.ryg'fl.rwкd.

to sееing it for agеs.

b) A: What,s thе mattеr? You look rеally tirеd!

B: I am! I (study) .... a7l day, and I (not finish)

A: Somеonе (rob) .......... thе bank at thе еnd of the road.

е) A: Why is your lеg in plastеr?

B: That,s a silly quеstion! I (brеak) .... it, of сoursе.

A: Somеonе (writе) .... .Brеak Тimе, on thе plastеrl

4 For eaсh question, сomplete thе seсond sentenсе so that it means the same as
the first using no morе than three words.

a) I сamе tо livе hеrе thrее months ago.

| .',V,.Q, hwYk. !ууу,уu,,,,.' '...... hеrе for thrее months.

b) Sophiе is out at the shops at thе momеnt.

Sophiе .... to thе shops.

с) I,vе had Frеnсh lеssons sinсе Мarсh.

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  Frеnсh sinсе Мarсh.

d) I,m still rеading this book.

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  rеading this book yеt.

е) Paul lеft thе room a momеnt ago.

Paul has .... thе room.

0 It's agеs sinсе I last wеnt to thе сinеma.

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  to the с inеma for agеs.

g) This is thе first timе I,vе еatеn snails.

I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  snai ls bеforе.

h) I don,t rеmеmbеr Hеlеn,s phonе numbеr.

I,vе . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hеlеn,s phonе numbеr.

с)

d)

ld
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5ll Completе еaсh sentenсe with onе suitablе word.

Wе,vе had a vеry intеrеsting trip (a) ....{.!......'....... far, and wе,vе had some

intеrеsting advеnturеs (b) ..................... thе last time Wе Wrote. We,ve

(с) ..................... to somе beautiful islands, and (d) .. a lot of

intеrеsting pеoplе. In faсt (е) ..................... Wе,vе madе friеnds with somе

pеоplе in a villagе, and they,vе beеn (f) .. us thе loсal languagе. I

havеn,t managed to lеarn muсh (g) ............. but Ann (h) .....................

piсked up quitе a lot, and сan spеak well. She,s bееn (i) .. every day,

and shе,s (j) ..................... mе еvеrything shе knows!

Underline the еrrors in thеse sentenсes. Rewrite eaсh sentenсe.

a) Мy pеnfriend is writing to mе for yеars. l
/v|v peуlfrLen,d hаs baуъ writuц,q to уиo far Yeаrs,

..... . . . , . . .}. . . .  v . . . . .  !g. i  l . . .  t . . . . . . . .  ф.. . . .  !  l . .  i . . .

b) Wе have started this сourse thrее wееks ago.

,What havе you beеn doing a|| daу?, ,I,ve been writtеn lettеrs.,

't"i!""

Whеn havе you arrivеd in this сity?

e) You havе еvеr bееn to India?

0

s)

h)

Рaula has bееn stayеd in a hotеl by thе sеa.

I,vе bееn fееling ill thrее wееks ago.

I livе in this сiW sinсе I was born.

I wait hеrе for agеs. Wherе have you bеen?

Tony has lеavеd his books on thе bus.

6

с)

d)

i)

i)
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